
University Senate Meeting Agenda
Friday, April 24, 2026, 3:30 PM
Location: A&S 2-72
	
	Agenda Item and Presenter
	Vote Required?

	[bookmark: _Hlk100742924]
	1. Call to Order – Stephanie Jett, 2025-2026 Presiding Officer
i. Passing of the Gavel from Stephanie Jett to Joyce Norris-Taylor
Consent Agenda
Special Rule of Order
	NO

	
	2. Consent Agenda – Joyce Norris-Taylor
AGENDA
1. University Senate Meeting Agenda (April 24, 2026, 3:30 PM)
	YES

	
	3. Recognitions – Awarding of Pins to First-Time University Senators 
	NO

	
	4. Unfinished Business
	 NO

	
	5. New Business (If used in the following table, EFS is an acronym for Elected Faculty Senators.)
Motion Number 2526 TBD Slate of Nominees for 2026-2027 University Senate Officers and standing committees (and call for nominations from the floor for 2026-2027 Presiding Officer-Elect and Secretary) – Joyce Norris-Taylor
	 YES

	
	6. Committee Reports
	NO

	
	i. Governance Retreat Planning Committee – Joyce Norris-Taylor
	

	
	7. Announcements/Information Items
i. All committee organizational meetings, committee officer election, and training not accomplished on April 24, 2026, will be completed during the committee breakout sessions of the Governance Retreat on August 10, 2026, which will be in person, location TBD.
	NO

	
	8. Open Discussion
	NO

	
	9. Adjournment
i. After adjournment, proceed to breakout rooms for Committee Organizational Meetings and election of committee officers. Rooms for committee breakout sessions with ECUS facilitators in parentheses: APC: 2-46 (Brad Fowler); BIPC: 2-54 (Stephanie Jett); FAPC: 2-70 (Alex Blazer); RPIPC: 2-74 (Joyce Norris-Taylor); SAPC: 2-75 (Holly Croft).

	YES









Upcoming Calendar Dates
2026 Governance Retreat, 9am-2pm, Monday, Aug. 10, 2026; location TBD.

Committee Meetings Fridays 2:00-3:15 pm (ECUS-SCC at 3:30 pm)
2026- Sep. 4; Oct. 2; Oct. 30       
2027- Jan. 8; Feb. 12; Mar. 5; Apr. 2
                          
University Senate Meetings Fridays 3:30-4:45 pm
2026- Sep. 18; Oct 16; Nov 13
2027- Jan. 22; Feb 26; Mar 26; Apr 22 (2 pm)




  

Double click on the PDFs to access them!
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US Committee  Assignments 2026-2027


US Committee Assignments 2026-2027


TBA New to Committee 11-13 total, 7 min EFS
Modified after approval APC Name Unit Term Ends


EFS Swinton, John CoBT 2027
7-10 total, all units represented Ubah, Charles CoAS 2029
ECUS Unit Term Ends Sengupta, Arnab CoAS 2027
Cox, Cathy (Pres) University President n/a Mahabaduge, Hasitha CoAS 2028
Roberts, Holley (CAO) CAO/Provost n/a Malcom, Amelia CoHS (At-Large) 2028 *completing term for Jamie Downing
Jett, Stephanie (Chair Emer.) CoAS 2028 Bledsole, Nathan CoAS 2029
Norris-Taylor, Joyce (USPO) CoHS 2029 Mugayitoglu, Bekir CoE 2027
Blazer, Alex (USSec) CoAS 2028 Lindsay, Jason CoAS 2029
Jordan, Sara Library 2029 Volunteers Osobov, Olha CoE
Brad Fowler (POE) CoBT 2028 Henry, Marcia CoHS
Sumowski, Rob CoE (At-Large) 2029


Appointees/ Designees Bradley, Linda CAO Designee
Pres. Appointee


13 total, 6 min EFS 11-13 total, 7 min EFS
BIPC Name Unit Term Ends FAPC Name Unit Term Ends
EFS Fraunhofer, Hedwig "Hedy" CoAS 2029 EFS Flory, Jennifer CoAS (at-large) 2027


Parks, Austin CoHS 2029 Sumpter, Amy CoAS 2027
Rosado, Peter CoAS 2028 Hom, Sabrina CoAS 2028
Newbern, Laura CoAS 2028 Roman-Oliver, Suzanna CoE 2027
Johnson, David CoAS 2027 Mutiti, Christine CoAS 2028
Richardson, Frank CoBT 2027 Creel, Nicholas CoBT 2027
Bray, Rachel CoE 2029 Chambliss, Tormechi CoHS 2029


Appointees/ Designees Kelly, Jasmine CBIO Volunteers Mizelle, Nancy CoE
Johansen, Eric HR Designee


Admis Director
Scott, Kim Staff Cncil Appointee
Walmsley, Jane SGA Appointee Appointees/ Designees Clark, Chris CAO Designee


Pres. Appointee Pres. Appointee
Volunteers Oduaran, Emuesiri CoBT


11-13 total, 4 min EFS 11-13 total, 4 min EFS
RPIPC Name Unit Term Ends SAPC Name Unit Term Ends
EFS Cazacu, George CoAS 2028 EFS Moore, John CoHS 2029


Toomey, Natalie CoE 2029 Pinney, Amy CoAS 2028
Khalaj Hedayati, Mehrnaz CoBT 2027 Wilhau, Aric CoBT 2029
Henry, Shantee CoHS 2028 Forrest, Matthew CoAS 2027


Sanford, Lamonica Library 2027
Volunteers Fowler, Catherine CoHS Volunteers Crews, Michael CoAS 
Staff Senators Howell, Lonnie SSS 2027 Student Senators Samiya, Sam SSS


Prior, Kelly SSS 2027 Kleppinger, Samuel SSS
Amezquita, Christine SSS 2027 Staff Senator Henriquez (Murden), Desaree SSS 2027


Appointees/ Designees Jackson, John CBO 2027 Appointees/ Designees Whatley, Sarah CSAO Designee 2027
Watson, Brian CIO 2027 Gordon, Maria Staff Cncil Appointee 2027
Bodell, Blaire SGA Appointee Miller, Riley Kate SGA Appointee


Pres. Appointee Pres. Appointee


Updated on 4/6 by Alex 
Blazer to include HR, 
CBO, CIO, and CSAO 
Designees


Updated on 4/10 by Alex 
Blazer to include CBIO
Updated 4/13 by SEJ to 
add POE as Brad Fowler 
and removed him on 
RPIPC


Updated by SEJ on 4/16 to 
address no CoBT rep on 
FAPC and the need for 
another CoBT rep on BIPC
Updated by JN on 4/21 to 
add CAO designees to 
APC and FAPC
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2026-2027 Governance Calendar 
  


Approved by ECUS on 3 Apr 2026 
 Legend 


Office of the President 
 Celebration of Excellence – ceremony for dissemination of excellence awards for faculty and staff 


 Faculty & Staff Fall Kick Off – university-wide event for faculty and staff 
 State of the University Address – meeting of all employees 
Office of the Provost 


Bobcats First Day – day of activities devoted to the Bobcats First initiative 
College – college committee or college meetings (specific schedule to be set by individual colleges) 


  Department – department or program meetings 
  Faculty Contract Start and End – dates reflected in faculty contracts 


GEC – meeting of the general education committee 
Grad Council – meeting of the graduate council 
UCC – meeting of the university curriculum committee 
Research Day – day of undergraduate and graduate student research 


University Senate 
ECUS/SCC – meeting of the executive committee of the university senate with standing committee chairs 
PD/Other – reserved for professional development (PD) and other university-wide committees and events 
Senate – meeting of the university senate 
Senate Comm – meeting of university senate standing committees 
Senate Org – organizational meeting of the university senate 


 Procedure 
1. The ECUS Secretary drafts the Governance Calendar for the next academic year by reviewing the current academic year Governance Calendar and 


consulting both the Academic Calendar and the Holiday Calendar. 
2. The draft calendar is shared with ECUS, the Office of the President, and the Office of the Provost. 
3. ECUS reviews and makes changes to governance dates, the Office of the President reviews and makes changes to university event dates, and the Office of 


the Provost reviews and makes changes to academic dates. 
4. ECUS reviews and approves the governance calendar, and the ECUS Secretary publishes it in minutes, on its website, on Google Calendar, and on iCal. 


 



https://www.gcsu.edu/registrar/academic-calendars

https://www.gcsu.edu/humanresources/holiday

https://senate.gcsu.edu/us/about-university-senate/governance-calendar

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=qjkbj9kd84qbn80d3hk9in58co%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/ical/qjkbj9kd84qbn80d3hk9in58co%40group.calendar.google.com/public/basic.ics





 


AUGUST 2026 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


 
 


   
 


 
 


1 
 


2 
 


     
Faculty Contract Start 
Date 


 
 


3 
 
 
 


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


7 
 


8 
 


9 
 


8a-2p New Faculty 
Orientation with 
Academic Affairs 


8a-3p New Faculty 
Orientation with 
Academic Affairs 


8a-4p New Faculty 
Orientation with 
Academic 
Affairs/HR 


9a-12p 
College/Dept 
Assessment 
1p-5p College 


12p-5p Department   


10 11 
 


12 
 


13 
 


14 
 


15 
 


16 
 


9a-2p Governance 
Retreat (University 
Senate Standing 
Comms) 


   
9a-11a Faculty & 
Staff Kick-Off 
1p-4p GC Reads 


  


17 
 
 


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


21 
 


22 
 


23 
 


First Day of Classes    


2:30p-3:15p College 
Meetings with First Year 
Students 
4:00p-5:00p First Year 
Convocation 
5:00p-7:00p Faculty and 
New Student Picnic 
 


  


24 25 
 


26 
 


27 
 


28 
 


29 
 


30 
 


    
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 GEC 
3:30 UCC 


  


 
  







 


 


SEPTEMBER 2026 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


 
 
 
 


1 
 


2 3 
 


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


    2:00 Senate Comm 
3:30 ECUS/SCC   


7 8 
 


9 
 


10 
 


11 
 


12 
 


13 
 Labor Day 


(No classes 
University closed) 


   
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 College 
3:30 College 


  


14 
 
 


15 
 


16 
 


17 
 


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


    
1:00 GEC 
2:00 Department 
3:30 Senate 


  


21 22 
 


23 
 


24 
 


25 
 


26 
 


27 
 


    2:00 UCC 
3:30 PD/Other   


28 29  30 
 


    


       


  







 


OCTOBER 2026 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


 
 


 
 


 
 


1 
 


2 
 


3 
 


4 
 


    2:00 Senate Comm 
3:30 ECUS/SCC   


5 
 
 
 


6 
 


7 
 


8 
 


9 
 


10 
 


11 
 


    
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 College 
3:30 College 


  


12 13 
 


14 
 


15 
 


16 
 


17 
 


18 
 


Fall Break 
(No classes 
University open) 


Fall Break 
(No classes 
University open) 


  
1:00 GEC 
2:00 Department 
3:30 Senate 


  


19 
 
 


20 
 


21 
 


22 
 


23 
 


24 
 


25 
 


    2:00 UCC 
3:30 PD/Other   


26 27 
 


28 
 


29 
 


30 
 


31 
 


 


    2:00 Senate Comm 
3:30 ECUS/SCC   


 
  







 


 


NOVEMBER 2026 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


     
 


 
 


1 
 


       


2 
 
 
 


3 
 


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


7 
 


8 
 


    
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 College 
3:30 College 


  


9 10 
 


11 
 


12 
 


13 
 


14 
 


15 
 


    
1:00 GEC 
2:00 Department 
3:30 Senate 


  


16 
 
 


17 
 


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


21 
 


22 
 


    2:00 UCC 
3:30 PD/Other   


23 24 
 


25 
 


26 
 


27 
 


28 
 


29 
 


  
Thanksgiving 
Holiday  
(No classes 
University open) 


Thanksgiving 
Holiday 
(No classes 
University closed) 


Thanksgiving 
Holiday 
(No classes 
University closed) 


  


 







 


DECEMBER 2026 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


30 
 
 
 


1 
 


2 
 


3 
 


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


    2:00 PD/Other 
3:30 PD/Other   


7 8 
 


9 
 


10 
 


11 
 


12 
 


13 
 


Last Day of Classes Final Exams Final Exams Final Exams Final Exams Commencement 
1:00 p.m.  


14 
 
 


15 
 


16 
 


17 
 


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


  Final Grades 
Due 9:00 a.m.     


21 22 
 


23 
 


24 
 


25 
 


26 
 


27 
 


   
 


Winter Break 
(University closed) 


Winter Break 
(University closed) 


Winter Break 
(University closed) 


Winter Break 
(University closed) 


28 29 
 


30 
 


31 
 


   


Winter Break 
(University closed) 


Winter Break 
(University closed) 


Winter Break 
(University closed) 


Winter Break 
(University closed)    


 


 
 







 


JANUARY 2027 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


    
 


1 
 


2 
 


3 
 


    Winter Break 
(University Closed)   


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


7 
 


8 
 


9 
 


10 
 


 10a-12p New 
Faculty Orientation   2:00 Senate Comm 


3:30 ECUS/SCC   


11 12 
 


13 
 


14 
 


15 
 


16 
 


17 
 


First Day of Classes    
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 College 
3:30 College 


  


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


21 
 


22 
 


23 
 


24 
 


Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Holiday 
(No classes 
University closed) 


   
1:00 GEC 
2:00 Department 
3:30 Senate 


  


25 26 
 


27 
 


28 
 


29 
 


30 
 


31 
 


    2:00 UCC 
3:30 PD/Other   


 
 
 







 


FEBRUARY 2027 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


    
 


   
 


 
 


       


1 
 


2 
 


3 
 


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


7 
 


    2:00 State of the 
University Address   


8 9 
 


10 
 


11 
 


12 
 


13 
 


14 
 


    
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 Senate Comm 
3:30 ECUS/SCC 


  


15 
 


16 
 


17 
 


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


21 
 


    
1:00 GEC 
2:00 College 
3:30 College 


  


22 23 
 


24 
 


25 
 


26 
 


27 
 


28 
 


    
1:00 UCC 
2:00 Department 
3:30 Senate 


  


 
 
 







 


MARCH 2027 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


1 
 


2 
 


3 
 


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


7 
 


 
Bobcats First Day 
(Classes redirected 
University open) 


  
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 Senate Comm 
3:30 ECUS/SCC 


  


8 9 
 


10 
 


11 
 


12 
 


13 
 


14 
 


    
1:00 GEC 
2:00 College 
3:30 College 


  


15 
 


16 
 


17 
 


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


21 
 


Spring Break  
(No classes 
University open) 


Spring Break 
(No classes 
University open) 


Spring Break 
(No classes 
University open) 


Spring Break 
(No classes 
University open) 


Spring Break 
(No classes 
University open) 


  


22 23 
 


24 
 


25 
 


26 
 


27 
 


28 
 


    
1:00 UCC 
2:00 Department 
3:30 Senate 


  


29 30 31     


       


 
  







 


 


APRIL 2027 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


  
 


 
 


1 
 


2 
 


3 
 


4 
 


    
1:00 Grad Council 
2:00 Senate Comm 
3:30 ECUS/SCC 


  


5 
 


6 
 


7 
 


8 
 


9 
 


10 
 


11 
 


    
1:00 GEC 
2:00 College 
3:30 College 


  


12 13 
 


14 
 


15 
 


16 
 


17 
 


18 
 


  
Research Day 
(Classes redirected  
University open) 


 


9:00-10:30 
Celebration of 
Excellence 
2:00 Department 
3:30 UCC 


  


19 
 


20 
 


21 
 


22 
 


23 
 


24 
 


25 
 


    2:00 Senate 
3:30 Senate Org   


26 27 
 


28 
 


29 
 


30 
 


  


    2:00 PD/Other 
3:30 PD/Other   


 
 







 


 


MAY 2027 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 


    
 


 
 


1 
 


2 
 


       


3 
 


4 
 


5 
 


6 
 


7 
 


8 
 


9 
 


  Last Day of Classes Final Exams Final Exams   


10 11 
 


12 
 


13 
 


14 
 


15 
 


16 
 


Final Exams Final Exams 
Commencement 
(Colleges and Times 
TBA) 


Commencement 
(Colleges and Times 
TBA) 


   


17 
 


18 
 


19 
 


20 
 


21 
 


22 
 


23 
 


Final Grades 
Due 9:00am 


Faculty Contract 
End Date      


24 25 
 


26 
 


27 
 


28 
 


29 
 


30 
 


Memorial Day 
(No classes 
University closed) 


      


 






