24 February 2005

To:  Academic Governance Committee, GC&SU University Senate, c/o Dr. Patti Tolbert, Chair

From:  David Evans, Chair, Department of English, Speech, and Journalism

Re:  Request to develop International Baccalaureate policy

Attached to this memorandum is a notebook compiled by Dr. Paul Jones’s office consequent to an inquiry I received this fall concerning credit for the International Baccalaureate (IB), either the certificate as a whole, or segments of it documented by appropriate scores on examinations.  This notebook contains a general overview of the IB program and summaries of IB policies at a variety of schools, including a number of our COPLAC colleagues.

After conversations on the matter of IB credit with Dr. Jones, I agreed to propose to University Senate the development of a formal IB policy for admission and assignment of credit at GC&SU.  As our institutional profile rises and we increasingly compete for Georgia’s (and, eventually, other states’) strongest students, the issue of IB credit and placement is going to be more urgent both as a matter of academic integrity and as a tool to recruit promising students who have already thus demonstrated academic achievement.

In my opinion—based on my research back in the fall when the question first arose and reinforced upon a review of the material provided by Dr. Jones’s office—the IB policy of UNC-Asheville seems like the most appropriate model for us to consider [3/3] with a few additions and modifications as appropriate to our particular circumstances.  (I have highlighted it with a fluorescent Post-it note).  Many other schools’ policies are rather ad hoc and leave much to the discretion of admissions officers and department chairs, which leaves the actual implementation of the policy much to chance, which would be only a minimal improvement on having no policy at all.  (Note added 3/3 for electronic distribution:  appended below is a copy of the proposed policy—please note that if this policy is passed, GC&SU course equivalents, advanced placement, and credit hours should be determined by individual department chairs and those equivalents should be incorporated into the official policy.  Thus, what I am requesting at the moment is approval of the general language of the policy, which should then be forwarded to department chairs who can then develop course equivalents based on information on the IB website.  I would not presume to determine course equivalents outside my own discipline.)  

I believe, and I know Dr. Jones agrees, that GC&SU should have an IB policy and that policy should be available online and in our printed catalogues.  Development and implementation of such a policy would publicly indicate our academic seriousness, serve as a recruitment tool for strong students, and add to our options in allocating resources to the core curriculum.  Thus I request that the Academic Governance Committee develop and propose an IB policy for implementation as soon as convenient.

Thank you very much for your consideration.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.   

APPENDIX:  Proposed text of IB Policy (see note in bold, above)

Georgia College & State University recognizes the quality and academic rigor of the International Baccalaureate Program, and will award credit and/or advanced placement on a course-by-course basis.  No academic credit will be awarded for Standard-Level IB exams, and only those Higher-Level IB exams listed below [list to be developed in consultation with departments] are eligible for credit and/or advanced placement.  Official IB transcripts will be evaluated by the Registrar in consultation with the relevant department chairs.  Except in cases where IB credit has been counted towards completed Core areas at another institution in the University System of Georgia, IB credit accepted at other post-secondary institutions is not automatically transferred to GC&SU but is reviewed in accordance with the schedule below in the same manner as it is evaluated for first-time students.

IB Exam
Score

Course Credit/Placement
Credit Hours

[to be compiled] 

