Proposal to Raise Minimum TOEFL Requirement for International Graduate Admissions
1. Current GCSU TOEFL Policy

Undergraduate and graduate international students must have a minimum TOEFL score of 500 (paper-based version) / 173 (computer-based version) / 79 (Internet-based version) for regular admission.  Applicants scoring between 500 and 550 (paper) or 173 and 213 (computer), or 61 and 79 (Internet) are required to enroll in ESLG 1001 (or 1002) during their first semester of enrollment. Students who earn a grade of D or F in ESLG 1001 must repeat the course. 
2. Proposal to Change Requirement

The International Education Center wants to increase the minimum TOEFL for graduate admission to 550/213/79 effective Fall Semester 2008. At the same time, the International Center will continue to monitor the academic success rate of undergraduate international students whose TOEFL scores fall below 550/213/79 and consider a possible future increase in the undergraduate requirement as well. 

3. Background
The minimum TOEFL requirement for Georgia College international students has historically been 500. Prior to the year 2000, there was no BOR policy on TOEFL requirements. Effective summer 2000, the USG implemented a minimum TOEFL requirement for system schools for degree admission at 523 (paper) / 193 (computer) and recommended a minimum score of 550/213. 

The new policy allowed institutions to grant conditional degree admission to otherwise qualified applicants whose TOEFL scores fell below the minimum if they provided approved courses of English language instruction for non-native speakers. GCSU registered as an institution offering ESL support (ESLG 1001/1002) and was given approval to grant conditional admission to applicants with lower TOEFL scores. 

4. Reasons for change
The vast majority of our international graduate applicants score above 550/213/79. However, we do have some who are in the 500 to 550 range, and over the last two years, there have been a few graduate students within the 500 to 550 range who have experienced academic difficulties and been placed on academic warning or exclusion. Compared to undergraduate students, graduate students have more demanding reading/writing/speaking tasks and are expected to perform at a more challenging level. They must earn a minimum 3.0 in their first semester and are not afforded the same amount of time to adjust academically as undergraduates have. Raising the minimum requirement international graduate applicants to 550/213/79 will also be more consistent with other universities in the University System and with other COPLAC institutions. 

5. Expected Outcome
Over the last 5 years, Georgia College has had on average each year of 1.2 admitted graduate students with TOEFL scores below 550; therefore, we do not think raising the minimum requirement should have a drastic effect on the numbers of enrolled international students. We hope that raising the minimum TOEFL requirement for graduate students will result in students who are better prepared for the academic demands of their programs.  

