Advising Policy
Policy Statement:
Advising sessions are required for incoming first-year students and new transfer students.  In addition, academic advisors and students shall meet to review the student’s degree progress by the completion of 30, 60, and 90 earned credit hours.

Definitions:
An advising session or advising meeting will be defined as an interaction between an academic advisor and a student, in person or virtually, for the purpose of discussing a student’s academic progress, curricular requirements, etc.

Keywords: Advising 

Reason for the Policy:

This policy requires mandatory advising sessions at specific points in undergraduate students’ academic programs.  Guidelines include a mandatory advising session for new students as well as advising sessions for all students by 30, 60, and 90 earned hour intervals.  A mandatory advising policy is included in the University System of Georgia’s Enhanced Advising Initiative. http://www.usg.edu/strategicplan/one/advising.phtml 

Proposed Outcome:

This policy is designed to improve student satisfaction with academic advising as well as improve retention and graduation rates of our students.

Applicability:
This policy applies to all degree-seeking undergraduate students, and to all faculty and staff who are assigned as their academic advisors.

 Related Policies:
Other advising policies suggested and/or prompted by the Enhanced Advising Initiative have been delegated to the Faculty Affairs and Student Affairs Committees for discussion.

Suggested Procedures (Draft):

All undergraduate students at GCSU are assigned an academic advisor prior to the start of their first semester of enrollment. Students who have declared a major are assigned a faculty academic advisor in the department of the declared major. Students who have not declared a major are advised through the Center for Student Success.

Students are expected to meet with their advisors prior to each semester’s registration.  The academic advisor is responsible for documenting (for example through DegreeWorks) when such meetings have taken place.

Forms:

None

Contacts:

Dr. Noland White is coordinating the Advising Initiative for GCSU.  

Title: Interim Director of Advising and Retention

E-mail:  noland.white@gcsu.edu
Phone:  445-5946

