Rationale for this change: DISSENTING OPINION IN ITALICS
This policy change would help students stay on track to graduate in two ways. First, this policy would create a disincentive for students to withdraw from classes indiscriminately. 

Studies suggest  that most students withdraw from classes for valid academic (the probability of receiving a D or F, the ability to devote more time to other courses, inadequate foundation for course content, dissatisfaction with the quality of instruction) as well as non-academic reasons (personal and financial factors  such as changes in employment).
Second, it would create more seats in classes because students would be more likely to stay in the courses for which they register.

A brief review of GCSU Withdrawal statistics was conducted.  Many students with GPA’s of 2.00 to 2.50 drop 5 or more courses and still end up graduating. Under the proposed policy, these at-risk students would be “trapped” in courses.  Academic suspensions and dismissals would increase since many of these students would fail courses instead of receiving W’s.  Also, without the ready ability to drop courses, students may begin to register for fewer credit hours perhaps generating less tuition and matching state funds for the University.  

If there were fewer students withdrawing from sections, we would use our instructional resources more efficiently. In the fall of 2006, 7 percent of 1000 level and 8 percent of 2000 level course grades were W grades. While the W rate has decreased over time, the impact is still substantial.  For instance, in the fall of 2006, 68 students withdrew from HIST 1131 or 1132 sections. Because every student needs to take HIST 1131 or 1132 to fulfill core requirements, we still need to accommodate most of those 68 students (2 sections worth) in future history classes. Similarly, in the fall of 2006, 31 students withdrew from SPAN 1001 or 1002 – the equivalent of an entire section of Spanish. The situation in mathematics is even more striking: 108 students (3 or 4 sections worth) withdrew from MATH 1101 in fall 2006.  

The drop rate for 3000 and 4000 classes is still about 6%.  Math and Accounting classes have almost a 20% drop rate when even upper-level classes are considered.  Unlucky scheduling can lead to drops. Some professors have almost a 40% drop rate for their courses while other disciplines (and professors) have virtually a 0% drop rate.  Thus, the proposal would significantly impact students in selected disciplines.
This policy change would place GCSU policy more in line with our COPLAC peers. 

Based on the following table, I reach an opposite conclusion.  The data indicate that COPLAC schools do not limit the student’s right to withdraw from courses. In fact, several schools have a more liberal drop policy than GCSU.

	School
	Withdraw Policy
	Repeat Policy

	College of Charleston
	 
	A passed course may be repeated only once regardless of the outcome.

	Ft. Lewis College
	The grade of W signifies that the student has withdrawn from the course while passing. After census date, the instructor must assign a W or F. 
	For the first 12 credits of repeated courses in which the initial grade was C- or less, only the last grade earned will be counted in the grade point average.

	Henderson State University
	The grade “W” indicates withdrawal during the third through sixth week.
	The last grade and credit hours for a repeated course are used for computing a student’s GPA and for awarding a degree or certificate, even if the last grade is lower than the previous grade and credit hours. However a grade of”W”, “WP”, or”NC” will not replace a previous grade or credit hours for a course.

	Mary Washington College
	Drop courses without consultation with the instructor. First three weeks of class; Withdraw from individual courses (while continuing enrollment in other courses) After the first three weeks of class but within 11 class days after mid-semester progress reports are due. No course may be dropped after the above deadline during the last several weeks of class. Under unusual circumstances a notation of NC (no credit) may be entered on a student’s record by the Associate Dean of Academic Services in consultation with the instructor.
	No course may be repeated more than once.

No more than two courses may be repeated in a single semester.

No more than seven course al together may be repeated.

 

	Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
	Students who withdraw between the second and the eighth week of a regular semester will incur no penalty as far as the quality point average is concerned but will have a notation of W on their permanent records.
	A course may be repeated. If the course is required and the student received an f, the course must be repeated. The grade earned in a repeated course replaces the original grade in the student’s quality point average even if the repeated grade is lower.

	Ramapo College
	Given in exceptional circumstances, wit permission of the instructor, for withdrawal from a course.
	Withdrawing from individual classes is not permitted during the final three weeks of instruction or thereafter except in cases such as accident or serious illness where the cause of the withdrawal is clearly beyond the student’s control and the assignment of an incomplete is not practicable. Students wishing to withdraw under these circumstances must obtain the approval of the appropriate instructor of the course and the department chair, and permission of the university standards committee.

	St. Mary’s College of Maryland
	After the second week and before the end of the tenth week of classes, but not thereafter, students may withdraw from course.  A grade of “W” for any course from which a student withdraws will be placed on the student’s permanent record.
	A student may elect to repeat any course in which he or she wishes to improve the grade.

The grade earned on the latest attempt, not the original grade will be used in the computation of the grade point average. Furthermore, if the original grade was a passing grade, and the grade received on the latest attempt is a failing grade, then credit for that course will be rescinded.

	Maine at Farmington
	After the drop period, a student may withdraw from a course until midpoint in the course (for instance, usually the end of the seventh week in a fourteen week course).
	Students at UMF are permitted to repeat a given course once in order to improve their grade. The first grade earned will not count toward the accumulative GPA. The second grade, whether it is higher or lower than the first grade, will be the one that counts.

	Truman State
	Courses will have a “W” assigned if dropped after first quarter of the courses, and a “W” or “WF” assigned if dropped after the first two thirds of the courses.
	Undergraduate students may retake classes in which they received an “F”, a “D” or  a grade lower than that required to fulfill graduation requirements, counting the grades received in all attempts in grade point averages, and counting credit earned only once toward degree requirements.

	Univ. of Minn at Morris
	Withdrawal, indicates a student has officially withdrawn from a course, if a student withdraws from a course during the first two weeks of classes. The W if the student withdraws from the course during the third through ninth week of class.
	Credit will not be awarded twice for the same or an essentially equivalent course.

After consultation with their advisors, students can repeat courses for which they have received a grade of D, F or N. Only the last enrollment for the course shall count in the student’s GPA.

	University of Montevallo
	After the drop period, freshmen may drop one course without penalty until near the end of the term, as indicated in the University Calendar and course schedule.
	Students who want to receive credit for a course failed at UM must repeat the course at UM.  The credit hours for every occurrence of the course are used in determining the grade-point average.

	University of North Carolina at  Ashville
	A student who wants to withdraw from a course must meet with his or her advisor to review the student’s record, future plans and possible effects upon graduation date, eligibility for financial aid, veteran’s benefits, intercollegiate athletics and tuition surcharge. The official withdrawal date is the date on which the student submits the Permission to Withdraw from a course form, signed by the student and his/her advisor, to the Registrar.
	If a student repeats a course for which he or she has earned a grade of C or better, the new hours and quality points will not be used in the calculation of the GPA nor will the new hours count toward graduation requirements.  If a student repeats either a failed course or a course in which he or she has received a C-, D or U grade, only the new quality points and semester hours of credit will be used in the calculation of the GPA. However, if the second grade is an F, no credit is earned and both grades will be used in the calculation of the GPA. Courses taken at other institutions cannot be used to replace a grade earned in a UNCA course

	University of Wisconsin, Superior
	 
	Undergraduate students may repeat only courses taken at this university in which a grade of C-, D+, D, D-, F, Aud, WF, W, I, IP or DP was earned. These courses can be repeated only at this campus. By repeating courses students may raise their grade point averages. The grade of record is the grade earned in the repeat.

	Keene State College
	A student may withdraw from a course for any reason without special permission from the end of the add/drop period through the end of the 11th week of class in a semester. A fee is charged.
	Courses may be retaken once if a student has received a grade of ”CD” or lower (including XF and WF).  No course may be retaken under this policy if a higher numbered upper level course in the same sequence has been taken and completed with a passing grade. Courses designated in this catalog as repeatable may be repeated a maximum of three times for credit if prior approval is granted by the full time faculty instructor or, in the case of an adjunct faculty, by the Division Dean.


