Ed.S. Program Requirements from Other Universities

University of Georgia

Program of Study The program of study for the EDS degree is planned jointly by the student and his/her advisor based on prior study, future goals, and within the framework described on the attached program of study sheet. This framework is intended to develop advanced knowledge and skills beyond masters level preparation. Courses taken during the masters degree may not be used to satisfy EDS program requirements. 

Tentative Program of Study (27 Hours) 

Core Content (9) 

SPED 8320 Laws Affecting Individuals with Disabilities
SPED 8370 Single-Subject Research Methodology in Special Education
ERSH 8320 Correlation and Regression in Education
ERSH 7400 Qualitative Research in Education
SPED 9600 Issues and Trends in Special Education

Area of Specialization (12) 

SPED 9800 Advanced Practicum in Special Education EDUL 7800 Practicum in Educational Leadership 

*A minimum of three (3) hours must be taken from a department other than special education. 

Research (6) 

ERSH 6300-Statistical Methods in Education
ERSH 8410-Qualitative Data Collection in Education
ERSH 8310-Analysis of Variance in Education
SPED 7650-Applied Project in Special Education
EDUL 7650 (3)-Applied Project in Educational Administration.

Time Limit 

All requirements for the EDS degree must be completed within six years, beginning with the first registration for courses on the student's program of study. An extension of time may be granted only on conditions beyond the control of the student. 

Exit Criteria 

Prior to completion of the EDS degree, students must satisfactorily present and defend their Applied Program (SPED 7650) to their faculty advisory committee. The committee is to be composed of three members of the graduate faculty, one of whom may be from a department other than special education. This project will demonstrate the student's application of advanced knowledge and skills developed during the EDS program of study. 

Eastern Michigan

Program Requirements

The program requirements for the specialist in arts degree include:

1. Completion of a minimum of 32 hours beyond the master's degree;

2. Achievement of an overall GPA of 3.3 (B+) or better;

3. Recommendation from the specialist's degree committee for continuance in the program. This is to be done upon completion of 12-15 hours of course work, and before internship and thesis or independent study. The committee will consider GPA, faculty recommendations, demonstrated competence in academic and professional work, and rate of progress in the program. Students must demonstrate behaviors that indicate stability, maturity, understanding and aptitude as judged necessary for predicted success as a specialist in special education administration/ curriculum;

4. Successful completion of an internship;

5. Achievement of passing scores on oral and written examinations near the completion of the program; and

6. Completion of all other requirements of the Graduate School.

Exit Criteria

Criteria are to meet all the objectives listed previously for graduate study in special education, as demonstrated by successful completion of:

1. All course work on program (minimum GPA of 3.3);

2. Approved internship;

3. Thesis or independent study; and

4. Oral and written examinations.

Specialist Program Required Courses (11 hours) 

SPGN 615 Social Psychology of Disability: Family, School and Society (3 hrs)

SPGN 632 Collaborative Consultation in Special Education (2 hrs)

SPGN 619 Administration and Supervision of Special Education (2 hrs)

SPGN 719 Advanced Seminar: Special Education Administration (2 hrs)

EDPS 677 Research Techniques (2 hrs)

Concentration Courses (13 hours) 

Select from either option I or option II:
Option I: Administrative Strand 

Thirteen hours selected in consultation with the graduate adviser. 
Option II: Curriculum/Assistive Technology Strand 

Thirteen hours selected in consultation with the graduate adviser. 

Culminating Experiences (8 hours) 

Required by all specialist's degree candidates: 
SPGN 789 Specialist Internship in Special Education (4 hrs) 

Thesis/Independent Study (4 hrs) 

PROGRAM TOTAL (32 hours)

University of Nebraska

See notebook. Pdf format.

Idaho State University

Special Education Major

The following coursework is required: 

a. A minimum of 21 credits in special education course work at or above the 600 level (including administration of special education), of which 6 credits are in the supervision of clinical practicum in special education and 3 credits are in internship in special education. 

b. Behavioral sciences and/or counselor education/school psychology, 9 credits.

Admission to Ed.S. Candidacy

To be considered for degree candidacy, the student must have prepared a program approved by two graduate faculty members and be approved by a majority of the members of the CESE graduate faculty. Before admission to degree candidacy, the student must have completed 12 credit hours of the proposed program. 

General Requirements

The student must complete 64 credit hours of course work (including the masters degree) and a specialist paper. All post-masters degree course work must be taken from members of the ISU graduate faculty or be approved in advance by the graduate faculty of CESE. A minimum grade point average of 3.00 (B) is required over all course work taken in the Ed.S. program. An oral examination which will cover the specialist paper and other relevant topics is required.
Educational Specialist Paper

The specialist paper in Counseling/School Psychology/Special Education is viewed as a scholarly work agreed upon by the student and his/her two CESE graduate faculty sponsors. This paper may be either research or non-research oriented, but should reflect an issue of concern to practicing counselors/school psychologists/special educators, and thus it would tend to be of a practical nature as it relates to a specific problem in the field. 

The paper should be written following the American Psychological Association Style Manual and completed and given to the examination committee a minimum of two weeks prior to the final oral examination. 

Time Requirement

All requirements for the Ed.S. must be completed within a period of five years from the date of completion of the first post-masters degree course to be applied toward the degree.

Indiana University Bloomington

Program of Studies

An Ed.S. program consists of 65 credit hours, at least 35 of which must be taken at the Bloomington or Indianapolis campus. The remaining credit hours may be transferred from other campuses of Indiana University or from other accredited colleges. A residency period of 9 credit hours taken in one semester or summer, following admission, is required. Specialist degree students must complete all degree requirements within seven years of the date of matriculating after admission.

Advisory Committee

Each student admitted to an Ed.S. program must form an advisory committee to advise in program formation and to monitor program progress. This committee must consist of two faculty members from the specialization area and one from the minor area. A regular faculty member from the specialization area serves as chair. At least two members of the committee must be regular faculty members. The third may be a part- time or adjunct faculty member. The committee must be approved by the department chair and by the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies. See the chapter entitled The School of Education for a listing of departments and advisors.   

Program Components

All Ed.S. programs must include appropriate course work in the following categories:   

Major (24 cr.)

This is the area of specialization. Eighteen of these credit hours must be taken at the Bloomington or Indianapolis campus. Each program area office has a document that specifies courses to be taken in this category.   

Minor (9 cr.)

The minor area should complement the major, and should consist of courses that in combination form a cohesive entity. The minor courses must be outside of the major area of study and may be from inside or outside the School of Education. The minor committee member must approve the selection of courses in this category.   

Research/Inquiry (3 cr.)

A list of approved inquiry courses is available in the Education Graduate Studies Office in Bloomington. Substantive Core Perspective (9 cr.)

The substantive core perspective is intended to add breadth to programs and to insure exposure to educational foundations. The following are examples of appropriate areas of study within the substantive core perspective: history, philosophy, and sociology of education; legal, anthropological, economic, geographical, and political perspectives of education; curriculum theory. A list of approved courses is available in the Education Graduate Studies Office in Bloomington. Six credit hours of the substantive core perspective must be in areas outside the major.   

Electives (20 cr.)

Elective courses must be approved by the advisory committee. They must be relevant to the program. A total of 21 credit hours in each Ed.S. program must be taken outside the major area. The electives category may be used to supplement outside   

Capstone Project or Comprehensive Examination

A substantial project or a comprehensive examination constitutes the culmination of the Ed.S. program. A project normally requires a written manuscript describing the project. Projects vary from program to program.   

Practical Experience

Ed.S. students must have demonstrated successful practical experience in order to be eligible for graduation. This experience may be in the form of work experience prior to or during the program of studies, or it may be accomplished through practicum and internship courses taken during the program.   

Final Meeting

A final meeting of the advisory committee is required, wherein the student's entire program, including the project manuscript or comprehensive examination results, are reviewed. If the committee is satisfied that all program requirements have been successfully completed, the student is recommended for graduation. 
University of Florida

The Ed.S. degree requires a minimum of 36 semester hours beyond the master's degree or 72 semester hours for students entering the program with a bachelor's degree.

Each Ed.S. student develops their program of study in collaboration with supervision faculty members to reflect their professional interests. Programs are expected to include a research component. In addition, Ed.S. students are required to successfully complete oral and written exit exams

