


 
 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) Certificate Proposal 
 
The College of Education at Georgia College would like to offer a three-course 
certificate in Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS).  
 
Rationale for Offering the Certificate 
PBIS is a statewide initiative by the Georgia Department of Education 
(http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-
Services/Pages/Positive-Behavioral-Interventions-and-Support.aspx). It is being 
implemented throughout the state (see attached listing). GA-DOE PBIS Program 
Manager, Justin Hill, worked with Georgia College to develop the courses consistent 
with the state’s initiative, including the “2014-2020 PBIS Strategic Plan” 
(http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-
Services/Documents/PBIS/GaDOE%20PBIS%20Strategic%20Plan.pdf) and 
“Addressing Climate, Safety, and Discipline in Georgia Schools” document 
(https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-
services/Documents/PBIS/PBIS%20Final%20white%20paper_%20Sept%204.pdf). This 
certificate will enhance the initial training that teachers and administrators receive as 
they implement PBIS. Courses will be made available to teachers and administrators 
implementing PBIS throughout the state (see attached listing of current schools). 
Teachers applying for positions in PBIS schools will have a distinct advantage if they 
have the certificate. 
 
Other Programs 
To the best of our knowledge, and searching the USG programs site, no institution is 
currently offering this as a certificate. 
 
Admissions 
Program is open to all students who meet the admissions requirements for graduate 
study at Georgia College. Applicants who have a minimum undergraduate GPA of 2.50 
from a regionally accredited university may be considered for admission. PBIS courses 
are open to students from graduate programs at Georgia College as well as non-degree 
seeking students. 
 
Coursework 
The three-course sequence will be 100% online and will include EDEX 6123 “Positive 
Behavior Interventions and Supports,” EDEX 6124 “Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Supports in the Classroom,” and EDEX 6125 “Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Supports at the Tier III Level” (syllabi are attached). The coursework will support the 
U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs “Blueprints for 
Successful PBIS” 
http://www.pbis.org/common/cms/files/pbisresources/PBIS_PD_Blueprint_v3.pdf as well 
as the Georgia PBIS Implementation Blueprint (part 1: 
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-
Services/Documents/PBIS/2016-
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17/PBIS%20Part%201%2018%20Oct%202015%20Final.pdf & part 2: 
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-

Services/Documents/PBIS/2016-

17/PBIS%20Part%202%2018%20Oct%202015%20Final.pdf#search=pbis%20implementation%

20part%202 and the core elements listed below. 
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Prevention 

Tier 
Core Elements 

Primary 

 Behavioral Expectations Defined 
 Behavioral Expectations Taught 
 Reward system for appropriate behavior 
 Clearly defined consequences for problem behavior 
 Differentiated instruction for behavior 
 Continuous collection and use of data for decision-making 
 Universal screening for behavior support 

Secondary 

 Progress monitoring for at risk students 
 System for increasing structure and predictability 
 System for increasing contingent adult feedback 
 System for linking academic and behavioral performance 
 System for increasing home/school communication 
 Collection and use of data for decision-making 
 Basic-level function-based support 

Tertiary 

 Functional Behavioral Assessment (full, complex) 
 Team-based comprehensive assessment 
 Linking of academic and behavior supports 
 Individualized intervention based on assessment information focusing on 

(a) prevention of problem contexts, (b) instruction on functionally 
equivalent skills, and instruction on desired performance skills, (c) 
strategies for placing problem behavior on extinction, (d) strategies for 
enhancing contingence reward of desired behavior, and (e) use of 
negative or safety consequences if needed. 

 Collection and use of data for decision-making 

Source: http://www.pbis.org/research/default.aspx  
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