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C&I Committee

To:
Froe: Stephanie Opperman, Department of History & Geography
November 2, 2015
Date:
5 Latin American and Caribbean Studies
e:

The Latin American and Caribbean Studies Steering Committee seeks approval for the following:

1. Name change for the program from Latin American and Caribbean Studies to Latin American,
Caribbean, and Latino/a Studies

Rationale for the change: Adding “Latino/a” to the existing program name will expand the area of
study to incorporate the culture, migration, and development of Latino/a communities in the United
States. The goal is to offer broader diversity to the program, both in terms of student interest and
faculty research.

2. Change in requirements for the Minor, relating to total hours and language:

The current requirements are:

Language Requirement (6 hours

Students MUST be able to demonstrate oral and written proficiency in at least one language
other than English that is spoken in Latin America and/or the Caribbean. Languages
currently offered at GC include Spanish and French; other languages may be added as
appropriate.

The language requirement may be fulfilled in one of two ways:

Six hours of language course work at the 3000 level or higher (with a grade of C or
better). These hours may be taken as part of a University System of Georgia
approved Study Abroad program.

OR

Demonstration of language proficiency above the intermediate level as defined by
ACTFL standards through examination. Accepted demonstration consists of a
passing grade on a nationally recognized language proficiency exam, or the
successful completion of an oral and written examination evaluated by a qualified
USG faculty member. For other languages (e.g., Haitian Creole, Quechua, Dutch),
both written and oral exams must be evaluated by a qualified faculty member.

Latin American and Caribbean Area (12 hours)

The 12 hours are distributed as follows:
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One 3-hour course which focuses entirely on Latin American and/or Caribbean
culture and civilization

AND

Three courses (g hours) in Latin American or Caribbean Studies, two of which must
be outside the student's major, from the following options:

Any Latin American and/or Caribbean upper division (3000-4000 level) courses
offered at Georgia College

Six hours may come from courses that have a minimum 25% Latin American
component (syllabus must be specifically designed to show 25% Latin American
content). The Latin American and Caribbean Studies Coordinator, in consultation
with the course instructor, will determine whether the course meets the 25% Latin
American content requirement.

Up to 6 hours may come from Study Abroad or internships.
New Minor Requirements:

Language Requirement (3 hours;

Students MUST be able to demonstrate oral and written proficiency in at least one language
other than English that is spoken in Latin America and/or the Caribbean up to the 2002 level.
Languages currently offered at GC include Spanish and French; other languages may be
added as appropriate.

OR

Demonstration of language proficiency at the equivalent level as defined by ACTFL
standards through examination. Accepted demonstration consists of a passing grade on a
nationally recognized language proficiency exam, or the successful completion of an oral
and written examination evaluated by a qualified USG faculty member. For other languages
(e.g,, Haitian Creole, Quechua, Dutch), both written and oral exams must be evaluated by a
qualified faculty member.

Latin American Caribbean, and Latino/a Area (12 hours)

12 hours of courses relating to Latinofa, Latin American and/or Caribbean perspectives, at
Jeast g of which must be upper division (3000-4000 level) courses offered at Georgia College.
Study abroad courses will be subject to the approval of the program coordinator.

Rationale for this change: The reduction of total hours in the minor brings it in line with other area
studies minors at GC, such as Black Studies and African Studies. The reduction of the number of
hours of language study in the minor is in keeping with the philosophy that we are going to be
emphasizing a study of the culture of a region, rather than a singular focus on grammar and
language.




